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On Sept. 13, a group of 15 unidentified gunmen opened fire on about 1,000 participants in an antigovernment demonstration organized by the National Civic Crusade. Witnesses said that the
marchers had organized in San Miguelito, a southeastern suburb of Panama City, and were crossing
a bridge near the Canal Zone when the men dressed in civilian clothes began shooting from a
nearby parking lot. The National Civic Crusade is an opposition coalition of nearly 200 business,
political, labor and student groups. Three demonstrators were hit in the shooting. Carlos Efrain
Guzman Brules, 49, shot in the head, was announced dead on arrival at a downtown hospital,
according to radio LA EXITOSA. The Associated Press reported that another five persons had
been injured. On Sept. 14, the US State Department announced it would lodge a protest with the
Panamanian government over an 8-hour detention of a US diplomat by Panamanian authorities.
At a press briefing, Department spokesman Charles Redman expressed "great concern" over the
Sept. 13 detention of David Miller, an economic adviser at the US Embassy in Panama City. He
was held incommunicado by the police until after midnight even though he had identified himself
as a diplomat, according to US officials. Miller was detained while watching the Sept. 13 antigovernment demonstration. Redman said that Miller "was carrying out normal responsibilities
associated with his official duties," and he called the detention "completely unwarranted."
The Panamanian government has not commented officially on the matter. But the government
owned newspaper CRITICA asserted Sept. 14 that Miller was taken into custody because he had
instigated the demonstration. "Various people pointed out Mr. Miller as the person who was giving
instructions to promote disturbances, which left a toll of one dead and some wounded," the article
said. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, WASHINGTON POST, 09/14/87; AP, 09/13/87)
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